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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
 

 

18-22 Dec  Decorate the Town contest, businesses & homes around town--judging this week 
21 Dec  Last day of school for 2017 
22 Dec  Community Christmas Basket distribution--9:00am at the Veterans Hall to help 
27 Dec  Idaho Food Bank food distribution--9:00am at the Veterans Hall 
 3 Jan  Citizen of the Year nominations due to  Chamber Officer or previous Citizen of the Year 
 

Please let us know if you have items to add to the calendar 
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Food Bank 

for 

Glenns Ferry  

will be 

December 27 

The Glenns Ferry Dickens Festival expanded this year with additional activities, which included an Ice Cream Social at the Fudge Factory & Grill, a Christmas Dessert contest at 
Penner & Fink Insurance and a Childrens’ Story Hour and Caroling at the Library. The event ran December 6th -- 9th.  Pictured above are the Dickens Carolers at one of their 
stops around town, and a scene from Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, which played at the Historic Opera Theatre Friday and Saturday evenings, December 8th and 9th.   

Photos by David Payne 

The Elmore County Sheriff’s Department and the Three Island Senior Center joined forces to sponsor the community Breakfast With Santa. Many volunteers from throughout 
the community helped prepare the food and provide the gifts for 46 kids from the community who participated in the event last Saturday morning at the Senior Center. 

Photos by David Payne 
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This year’s school Christmas Concert was once again outstanding. Children from Kindergarten through the 5th grade participated in last Thursday’s event to the delight of the 
crowd gathered in the high school gymnasium. Mrs. Jamie Merrell volunteers her time to work with the kids for these twice-a-year treats for the community. 

You can’t go back 
and change the 
beginning, but 
you can start 
where you are 
and change the 
ending. 
        ---C. S. Lewis 
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Thank You 

General Manager & Editor……..David Payne, 350-1946 
Advertising & Sales ……………Lori Pratt, 208-420-8777 

Office Phone:  366-4395 
Email:  GFTimesSeasons@gmail.com 
 
 

POLICY 
   Letters: The Glenns Ferry Times & Seasons wel-

comes letters to the editor of 400 words or fewer and 
will print them as promptly as possible as space al-
lows. All letters will be published at the editor’s discre-

tion. The editor reserves the right to decline any letter. 
We reserve the right to edit letters as necessary for 
brevity, grammar and taste. 
   Political Letters: Letters of endorsement, in opposi-
tion to, from or about elected officials or candidates 
will be published as PAID ELECTION LETTERS at the 

standard advertising rate of $5.55 per column inch. 
No negative letters will be accepted later than two is-
sues prior to election. 
   Letters must include a first and last name, and day-
time phone number for verification. Anonymous sub-
missions will not be considered for publication. Pub-

lished letters will include author’s name and city of 
residence. Email letters to the above address or drop a 
typed copy at Penner & Fink Insurance. 
   The Glenns Ferry Times & Seasons reserves the 

right to reject any material submitted for publication 

that violates general standards of decency. 
   The DEADLINE for all submissions is 5:00 p.m. on 

Friday the week before the paper is printed. This in-
cludes, articles, ads, recipes, photos, letters, etc. 
   Items may be submitted to the paper by email at the 
email address above, by mail at the address below, or 

by dropping them in the folder at Penner & Fink In-
surance at 83 N. Commercial St. Glenns Ferry. 
 

Glenns Ferry Times & Seasons 
P.O. Box 317 (Mailing Address) 

7 East 1st Ave (Physical Address) 
Glenns Ferry, ID 83623 

School Wellness 
 

   On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 13th the school cafete-
ria staff hosted a recipe 
taste test in the cafeteria 

for all students during the 
lunch period. 
   The staff met with repre-
sentatives from the State 
Department of Education 
Wellness program. All stu-

dents and staff were invit-
ed to participate. During 
the meeting discussions 
were held on some of our 
school wellness activities 
such as the Piloting Peers 

Program and looking for 
input from students on 
ways to improve our school 
wellness. This was not just 
about food, but about all 

areas of wellness in our 
district. 
   We also learned about 
upcoming grant opportuni-
ties for improving areas in 
our school. 
        by Domonique Ayarra-Sykes 

Its the holiday season and what does that mean? Time for 
giving. Girl Scout Troop 554 made 12 blankets and donated 
them to the community holiday food/toy basket program to 
bring joy to some children in the community this wonderful 
season .  

Christmas Eve 
Service 

 

   Pastor Ray, along with 
his wife Kay, invite you to 
the Christmas Eve ser-
vice December  24, start-

ing at 11AM at the Desert 
Oasis Outreach Assembly 
of God.  Following the 11 
AM service there will be a 
luncheon and a white ele-

phant gift exchange. Come 
expecting fellowship and 
fun. We will end with a 
candlelight of praise to our 
Lord. See you there.  

Glenns Ferry Public Library 

Book Club Discussion 
Agatha Christie's   Murder on the Orient Express 

Monday January 29, 2018  6-7:00 pm 

   It is my understanding 
that we have a “famous” 

resident in our fair city. I 
have seen him on many 
occasions and had no idea 
he was “famous”. How can 
that be? While we have 
never been formally intro-

duced, I thought I would 
seek out this individual 
and interview him for the 
paper. 
   Since I didn’t know ex-

actly where he lived, and 
no one else did either, I 
had to keep my eye out 
and be ready if I ever did 
run into him. And I could 
always hope he would be 

receptive to questions. 
Some of the famous aren’t, 
you know. 
   Low and behold, one day 
I spotted him hanging out 
at the Corner Market. I 

tried to decide just how to 
approach him. Should I be 
forward or just kind of 
sneak in before he knew 
what I was up to. I could 
see he was “strutting his 

stuff” so I decided that a 
frontal approach might be 
best. He was leery, and not 
terribly friendly. I suppose 
trusting people is difficult 
when you are famous. And 

he wasn’t terribly commu-
nicative, just eyeing 
me……   I eased my way 
up to him and began my 
questions. 
   Actually he seems just a 

little cocky.  Not sure if I 
actually want to question 
him. He acts like he could 

lose it and fly in my face 
any moment! Being a rov-

ing reporter is beginning to 
look just a little dangerous. 
It might be difficult to ex-
plain battle scars from an 
interview. 
   Roving Reporter:  “So, 

can you tell me how it feels 
to be famous?” 
   “Sir, sir, please don’t 
turn your back on me. I 
just want a few words for 

our residents.” 
   FF:  “Gaff...” 
   RR:  What’s that? Really, 
you are kicking dirt in my 
face? 
   FF:  Pulling himself up to 

full height, he glared at me 
and strutted away. 
RR:  Well, I never! “There is 
no need to be rude. Our 
fair citizens are curious as 
to what it is you have done 

to become so famous in 
this area.” 
   He cocked his head and 
stared at me like I was one 
brick shy a full load. Real-
ly? How am I suppose to 

find out things if I don’t 
ask. 
   RR:  “Sir.  Sir, I am just 
trying to get a few facts 
here. Your public is curi-
ous about the circum-

stances by which you end-
ed up in Glenns Ferry. 
   I think if he could have 
raised a fist to me, he 
would have. What is the 
problem here? 

   RR:  “Don’t you want 
people to know who you 
are? Celebrities are pretty 

rare in this neck of the 
woods.” 

   I think I have been re-
buffed. He actually turned 
his back on me and 
stomped off. But not to be 
a quitter, I was hot on his 
trail. Perhaps I could find 

where he lived and inter-
view his family. They might 
be more receptive. 
   I followed at a discreet 
distance. He is a strange 

one, tends to walk in cir-
cles. He must really not 
want me to find his home. 
Celebrities…...they are a 
strange bunch. Do they 
want attention or not? 

   I finally decided to try 
one last grand effort to get 
a “word” from our celeb. 
Direct frontal approach, 
assertive, in your face 
style. 

   I think I have been ac-
costed! I mean it! He flew 
directly in my face and let 
me have it with all his ap-
pendages. Fortunately I am 
quick and managed to get 

out of his way. 
   I apologize to the public.  
I really did try to get an 
interview with Famous 
Floyd.  But I refuse to risk 
life and limb for any story, 

even a good story. It is up 
to you now to get your own 
information from our local 
celebrity. You will find him 
hanging out at the Corner 
Market. 
            by June Peterson 

Celebrity Interview with Famous Floyd 

   I would just like to start out by saying that this letter 

has been a long time coming. 
   On December 14th I got a call at work. The lady said 
that she had some Christmas gifts for my kids. Later 
that day she delivered them. I asked who they were 

from, she simply said "Santa". I just became over-
whelmed with gratitude. This has happened to my family 
year after year.  
   After my first husband died I feel like the entire com-
munity just gathered around me and my kids and gave 
us a big hug. I have come to realize that you all have 

really never let go. 
   I just wanted to let everyone know that my family and 
I are so very, very appreciative of everything that has 
been done for us throughout these past 10 years. The 
acts of kindness, donations, and gifts are too numerous 
to name them all. I love you all and would not want to 

live anywhere else. 
   Thank you so very much. 
 

Deseray Marsing and Family, King Hill 
____________________________________________ 

   On behalf of the community, we thank the Elmore 

County Sheriff’s Department and the Three Island Sen-
ior Center for sponsoring the Breakfast With Santa last 
Saturday. 
   A total of 146 delicious breakfasts were served--100 to 

adults and 46 to kids. Then, each person brave enough 
to sit on Santa’s lap got a candy cane and got to choose 
a gift from under the Christmas tree and a stuffed ani-
mal. Thanks to a generous donation from the Vonda 
Toombs estate, the Senior Center was able to make sure 
all children received these gifts. The Sheriff’s Depart-

ment staff provided a photo of each as they sat on San-
ta’s lap and shared their Christmas wishes with him.   
   Among those who helped with the breakfast were 11 
from the Sheriff’s Office, 2 from the Moose Lodge, 11 
senior volunteers, and one very special guest (hint: Ho, 
Ho, Ho). 

   There were lots of smiles visible as the kids visited 
with that right jolly old elf. 
               by David Payne 

Christmas:  The time when everyone gets 
Santamental.  
 

************************ 
 

What do you call the fear of getting stuck 
in a chimney? -------  Santaclaustrophobia  

Photo by Heather Espino 
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COMING TO GLENNS FERRY IN 2018 -- A July 4th of Yesteryear 
    

What would you like to see in the parade and in the park on July 
4th 2018.  

Send your ideas to: 
puppy0158@hotmail.com 

    
Let’s make this coming 4th of July one to be remembered! 

 

2018 FUNDRAISING CALENDARS ARE HERE: 
They will be available at the following locations: 

 

Penner & Fink Insurance               Redford Motel 
Glenns Ferry Public Library              Crossings Winery 
Smith’s Hometown Hardware             Potpourri 
Three Island Real Estate              The Stop Drive-In 
 

Your donation proceeds will go to museum projects and ongoing maintenance  

Give the gift of 

hometown news for 

Christmas!  $24.00 

per year for mailed 

newspapers.  

 

Merry  
Christmas 
and warmest 

Wishes 
for the coming 

year.  
 

From  

Your Representative, 

Christy Zito  

King Hill Presbyterian Church offered a crèche display the first part of 
December.  Local families displayed family heirlooms and well as nov-
el nativity scenes for the public’s enjoyment.  

Santa’s Elves distribute gifts to Poplar Grove residents during their 
Christmas party last Saturday. 

Photo by David Payne 

Photo by June Peterson 
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Closed Dec 23, 24 & 25 (Sat - Mon) 

First Snowfall 
Contest 

 

Guess when the 

first inch of snow 

will fall in Glenns Ferry 

in 2018 
 

Enter at Hometown Hardware 
 

One Entry per person 

RULES FOR GLENNS FERRY FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2018 
CONTEST 

 

Contest to guess when the first inch of snow will fall in 
Glenns Ferry in 2018.  Winner will receive a $25 Gift cer-
tificate good at Smith's Hometown Hardware. Entries 
must contain the entrant's name and phone number and 
guess of the date of first snowfall measuring at least 1 
inch. Judges decision will be final. Only one entry per 
person. Entries must be received by December 31, 2017. 
In the event of a tie, the earliest entry will win. 

Three Island 
Crossing 

 

State Park News 
 

   State parks across the nation will be 

ringing in the New Year with First Day 
Hikes to connect individuals and families to nature, fos-
tering physical and mental well-being and shared stew-
ardship of the natural, cultural, and recreational re-
sources of our state parks. 
   Join us on New Year’s Day for a First Day Hike at 

Three Island Crossing State Park! We will be hiking the 
1.82 mile Three Island Crossing Historic Trail. This is 
an easy hike and your leashed pets are welcome to join 
us. All ages welcome with parents discretion. Depend-
ent upon the weather conditions and interest, the hike 
will include the trail to the Snake River where the pio-

neer wagons exited the water after crossing the two of 
the three islands. They will also see an old ferry that 
was built to carry wagons across the river during the re-
enactments held at the park.  
   Be sure to bring water, snacks, and wear weather ap-
propriate clothing and shoes. 

   $5.00 Motor Vehicle Entrance Fee does apply for the 
First Day Hike unless the vehicle has a valid Idaho 
Parks Passport. 

Three Island 

Celebration 
Committee 

Meeting 
 

   The Three Island Cele-

bration Committee will 

meet on Thursday, Dec. 

21 at 7 pm at Crossings 

Winery. This meeting 

will be to elect new of-

ficers for the committee, 

so it is important for all 

members to be there. 

   Membership is open 

to the public for a yearly 

fee of $10.00.  

  All who are interested 

in planning and carry-

ing out  the Three Is-

land Crossing Celebra-

tion should attend. 

Many hands make light 

work! 

Poplar Grove resident, Mildred Heath, will celebrate her 
99th birthday this Friday--quite a milestone! Take a mi-

nute to drop by and wish Mildred a Happy Birthday. 

Photo by David Payne 

   The judge asked 
the defendant what 
he was charged 
with. 
   "Doing my Christ-
mas shopping early," 
was the reply.  
   "That not illegal!. 
How early were you 
shopping?"  
   "Before the store 
was open."   

Why is it so cold at 
Christmas? 
 

 ---------Because it’s in  
DecemBrrrrr 

 
Trying desperately 

to get off  of  the 
“Naughty” list  
 
 

 
 
and onto the 
“Nice” list. 
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PRIME RIB         Every Friday Night! 
 

            Beer & Wine! 
 

- 3rd Sunday every month 10¢ Pancakes 
 

Book your Holiday Parties Now! 
 

                     OPEN  6AM — 9PM  Sun thru Thurs 
                                 6AM — 10PM   Fri and Sat 
 

Will close at 3:00 pm on Christmas Eve 
Closed on Christmas Day 

Open New Years Eve until 10PM 
  

                              199 E  HWY 30, BLISS, ID 
 

                                       208-352-1079 
 

Follow us on FaceBook for our Daily Specials: www.facebook.com/oxbowdiner 

Christmas 
 

   Each year during this season, I find that I am 
drawn to past memories, much like Ebenezer 

Scrooge.  For me Christmas holds many different 
memories.  I have always cherished this time of the 
year and the story of a babe born in a manger sur-
rounded by the animals.  On Christmas Eve, even as 
a child, I loved to feed.  There was something about 
the peacefulness of the animals on that 

night.  Growing up in Northern Utah, there was usu-
ally snow, and the sky often would be filled with glit-
tering stars that would seem to compete with the 
sparkling snow on the ground.  
   As I started my family, the excitement of children 
filled my evenings.  My little family would develop 

traditions that are cherished today.  My youngest 
son was born 6 days before Christmas.  There is 
nothing in the world like having an infant at this sa-
cred time of the year, to hold that little one close and 
know that His mother, Mary, held her son in much 
the same way. 

   My dad loved Christmas.  He was a great man, and 
he loved animals and children.  He worked hard and 
taught us to appreciate the ability to work and the 
blessings of living in this country.  A tear would of-
ten fill his eye when he would hold a baby.  Two 
years after the birth of my youngest son, my dad 

died on Christmas night.  I loved my dad.  We shared 
so much, even the color of our eyes and our smile.  I 
am often asked, when it is revealed that he died on 
this special day, if it has ruined my holidays.  Like 
much of life, it is a matter of perspective.  I have 
known birth and death within days of the birth of 

the Savior.  His life is reflected in my Christmas 
memories.  To answer the question, no, I am not 
sad; I do not mourn.  I know that He lives.  So does 
my dad. 
   May the blessings of peace, hope and charity fill 

your season and your coming year. 
 

Merry Christmas - cherish the memories,   
 

Representative Christy Zito 

   Have you ever been 
stranded in the middle of 

nowhere because your car 
has taken a turn for the 
worse? We have, once in 
Wyoming and once in Ari-
zona. You have no idea 
where to get help, who to 

trust or what to do. As I 
recall, it was no picnic. My 
thoughts immediately 
turned to “these people 
don’t know us and will take 

advantage of our situa-
tion.”   As it turned out 
that was not true, but my 
mind still went there! 
   Do you ever wonder what 
it’s like to get stranded in 

Glenns Ferry? Let me tell 
you. You go to the parts 
store, strike up a conversa-
tion with a perfect stranger 
who offers to fix your vehi-
cle. That is all well and 

good. Do I trust him? Can 
he do it? There are often 
not a lot of choices in our 
little town. 
   The stranded man takes 
a chance. Since the parts 

won’t be in until Monday, 
and it is now Friday, this 
perfect stranger offers to 
take you home with him for 
the weekend. Since an un-
expected guest, and com-

plete stranger to boot, did-
n’t fly well with Mama, the 
stranger ends up sleeping 
in a barn for a few days 
which seems very apropos 
considering the holiday 

season. Not your normal 
barn, but a warm, comfort-
able barn. With no trans-
portation, he tags along 
with his newly adopted 

family.   
   He attends a birthday 
party. . . for a 16 year old. 

He helps with the Dickens 
Festival preparation, he 

participates in the parade 
and meets Santa (probably 
more than once). He be-
comes the “light” man at 
the Dickens play. Sunday 
he attends church and has 

dinner with his new family. 
. . and by now, extended 
family. He is warm, well 
fed, and included. 
   And then the sad new--

the repair parts won’t be 
available for another week. 
Another week in delightful 
Glenns Ferry. But is it real-
ly that bad? He pitches in, 
he helps with things that 

need to be done, he be-
comes a part of our little 
community. He has a 
chance to experience true 
small town living first 
hand. Yes, we don’t have 

all the amenities of the big 
city, but what we do have 
is freely given.   
   This young man from the 
Ukraine, who is a courier 
van driver, hit a deer and 

ended up in the ditch. Ex-
tracting him from the ditch 
caused damage to the drive 
shaft of his van. He just 
wants to get back to New 
York but has landed in 

Glenns Ferry . . . for the 
holidays. 
   Do you ever wonder what 
we look like to strangers? 
Generous, helpful, caring, 
inclusive. In some ways 

that must be a shock to the 
system of those who don’t 
understand what a down-
home, country welcome is 
all about. Or maybe, just 

maybe, we are the “angels 
that he is unaware of” in 
his life. His wife and family 

still live in the Ukraine.  
They have been trying to 

immigrate to the US for a 
long while. His only option 
is to work here and go 
home as often as he can to 
see them. It is Christmas, 
he is alone, broken down in 

some spot in the road. Per-
haps, just perhaps, each 
one of you that touched his 
life brought some joy and 
hope into his situation. 

   How strange our sense of 
community and our ability 
to make our own fun must 
look to him. We take de-
light in the little things we 
do, like our Christmas pa-

rade. The Rose Parade it 
ain't! But it is fun, enter-
taining, and unique to our 
little place. How about us 
“westerners” celebrating an 
English Christmas story? 

And dressing up for it to 
boot. And Santa showing 
up with a diesel truck pull-
ing his sleigh. We are kind 
of a strange lot, if you real-
ly think about it. 

   My hope is that this 
young man will go home to 
New York, and ultimately 
the Ukraine, with stories to 
tell about a little town, in 
the middle of nowhere, that 

took him in for the holi-
days, made him feel wel-
come, and helped him out. 
And perhaps there will be 
more to the story, perhaps 
he will have found joy in 

the relationships he has 
made here and appreciate 
the uniqueness of rural 
Idaho, but ultimately, he 
will know that he is now 

“one of us.” 
                     by June Peterson 

Stranded in Glenns Ferry 

Glenns Ferry Joint School District #192 
 Vacancy Announcement 

Posted December 12, 2017  
 

Paraprofessional – Glenns Ferry School District is 

seeking a paraprofessional (7 hours daily) for the Spe-
cial Education department. This position has no medi-
cal benefits attached. Must have strong communication 

skills and be able to effectively work with students and 
staff. Open until filled. 
 

Kitchen Cook - Glenns Ferry School District is seeking 

a kitchen cook (7.50 hours daily) for the Food Service 

Program. This position has no medical benefits at-
tached. Must have strong communication skills and be 
able to effectively work with students and staff Closing 
date 12/20/17. 
 

Substitute Teachers - The candidates must have 

strong communication skills and be able to effectively 
work with students, staff, and parents.  A teaching cer-
tificate is preferred, but not required. Must pass back-
ground clearance. Open year round. 
 

Bus Drivers – Candidate must hold a valid “Class B” 

CDL license endorsed for passengers and school buses, 
must be 18 years of age or older and must be able to 

effectively work/communicate with students, staff, and 
parents. Training will be provided. Open year round. 
 

Contact the Glenns Ferry School District #192, 

800 Old Highway 30, Glenns Ferry, ID 83623  
or call/email Tess Mitchell at (208) 366-7436  

or tmitchell@glennsferryschools.org. 
 

Glenns Ferry School District is an equal opportunity employer. Appli-
cations from all qualified individuals are considered. 

The Pilot Way 

Respect, Responsibility, Commitment, Integrity 

News from the Dump 
 

   Beginning January 1, 2018, the days of operation at the Glenns Ferry Collection 
Site/Landfill will change. The Site will be closed on Mondays and Tuesdays each 
week, and will be open Wednesday thru Sunday, from 9:00am to 5:00pm. Snake Riv-

er Rubbish wants to allow their employees two consecutive days off each week. 
   Also starting on January 1st, the dump will no longer accept items containing re-
frigerant, including refrigerators, freezers and air conditioners. These items may be 
disposed of at the Bennett Road Transfer Station on Old Oregon Trail Road, just 
north of I-84 Exit 99. Collection Sites at Glenns Ferry, Hammett and King Hill are for 

household waste only. Commercial garbage and construction debris can be deposited 
at the Bennett Road Transfer Station. Hours of operation and guidelines regarding 
waste can be found online at http://www.elmorecounty.org/Landfills/default.html. 
   Snake River Rubbish urges residents to help put a stop to illegal dumping at the 
Collection Sites Hammett and King Hill. This includes grass clippings and yard waste, 
building materials and items that are just too heavy to lift into the dumpsters. In ad-

dition, tires may not be deposited at the Sites. Surveillance means are now in place at 
each of the Sites, and the Sheriff’s Department will deal with violators. 
   Please donate all usable items to local thrift stores--for everyone’s benefit. 
          Snake River Rubbish Notice 

The best feeling in the 

world is knowing that 

you actually mean 

something to someone. 

This can literally add 

years to your life. 
 

 

****************** 

 
With the right music, 

you either forget every-

thing or you remember 

everything. 

 

It takes three sec-

onds to say, “I Love 

You,” three hours to 

explain why, and a 

lifetime to prove it. 

 

*********************** 

 

My goal is not to be 

better than anyone 

else, but to be bet-

ter than I used to be. 

 

The darkest nights 
produce the 

brightest stars. 
 

* 
Never be a prison-
er of your past. It 
was just a lesson, 

not a life sentence! 
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      That the holidays are 
one of the most stressful 

times of the year. And, boy, 
do I get that. And it is my 
own fault for the most 
part. I over commit, overly 
volunteer, try to be every-
where at once . . . and try 

to do what is “expected” of 
me. Do you understand? 
Are you there? 
   The sad part is that I 
want to do it all . . . and 

more, if I could find the 
time. But why?  I genuinely 
want to participate in vari-
ous projects around the 
holidays, but would I be 
missed if I wasn’t there. 

Would the world stop spin-
ning if I said no. I has oc-
curred to me that when I 
try to do it all, I might be 
hindering someone who 
really wants to step up and 

help out.  Hummm. 
   I love the festivities, the 
celebrations, the pageants, 
the musical concerts, but 
is that what Christmas is 
all about? I always find it 

interesting that nearly eve-

ryone celebrates Christ-
mas, but how many really 

understand why they do it? 
Why do you celebrate 
something that you don’t 
understand? 
   People put up trees, dec-
orate their homes, buy 

gifts, make traditional 
foods, attend musicals, 
take their children to see 
Santa, sing carols, and any 
number of other activities. 

Those are all “traditions” of 
Christmas, traditions that 
have infiltrated today’s cel-
ebration from our multi-
heritage backgrounds. And 
those are all fun and I en-

joy most of them. 
   If we were to celebrate 
“Biblical” style, we would 
do nothing. Nowhere in the 
Bible does it say anything 
about having a celebration 

concerning the birth of the 
Christ child. Birthdays 
were not celebrated in Bib-
lical times. On occasion 
there would be a celebra-
tion to honor a saint who 

had passed away. Today, 

we have elaborate creches 
and programs depicting 

the birth of the baby Je-
sus, and many of those 
depictions are not true. 
POP!  I know, I just burst 
your bubble. 
   The first recorded date of 

the celebration of Christ’s 
birth was in Rome in A.D. 
336 under the rule of Em-
peror Constantine. A short 
time later Pope Julius I 

declared that Jesus’s birth 
would be celebrated on De-
cember 25th. Nearly all 
peoples of the earth cele-
brate this day, it marks the 
winter solstice. The Ro-

mans called it Saturnalia, 
the Germans had a Yule 
celebration, the Jews have 
the Festival of Lights, and 
the Scandinavians cele-
brate Balder, the sun god, 

and so on. 
   Over time Christian sto-
ries have replaced the hea-
then tales, but the practic-
es hang on. You can find a 
Christian explanation for 

candy canes, gingerbread 

men, Christmas trees, 
lights on the trees, gar-

lands, mistletoe, gift giving, 
etc. By taking bits and 
pieces of so many various 
traditions, we, here in this 
country, have created our 
own holiday culture. 

   Gift exchange was re-
portedly taken from chari-
table Nicolas, a 4th centu-
ry Lycian, who threw gifts 
into homes. It wasn’t until 

the 13th century that 
Christians added carols to 
the holiday repertoire. Ger-
mans brought the Christ-
mas tree to America. 
Strangely, the Puritans for-

bade the celebration of 
Christmas, believing it to 
be a pagan holiday.   And, 
you know, they weren’t far 
wrong. 
   So what do we do with 

this holiday? How can we 
celebrate it and still honor 
the “reason for the sea-
son”? Do I have to throw 
out my tree? What about 
Santa . . . does he go by 

the wayside? Do I have to 

give it all up and live as a 
Puritan? 

   It is a conundrum to be 
sure. I love the festivities, 
the music, the joy that the 
season brings to people. I 
don’t want to be a “bah-
humbugger”, a religious 

fanatic, or a hypocrite. 
Should I justify my desires 
b y  pa i n t i n g  th e m 
“Christian”? Should I ra-
tionalize that I am not 

hurting anyone by “going 
along with the trends”? I 
really don’t know.  I wish I 
had a black and white an-
swer. 
   What I do know, is that I 

will still be unwrapping the 
gift of God’s Son on Christ-
mas Eve. For it is not the 
correct day or the tradi-
tions or the pagan back-
g r o u n d s ,  b u t  t h e 

knowledge of the true 
source of the holiday that 
makes the day special. 
Have a wonderful holiday 
season. Enjoy, celebrate, 
and remember. 

Did You Know . . .                                                                                            By June Peterson 

Poplar Grove Assisted Living 
& In-Home Services 
356 E. Cleveland Avenue 

Glenns Ferry, Idaho 83623 
  

Caring for your loved one who is disabled or home-
bound can be stressful. Our in-home program was de-

signed to help assist clients in their homes. It is our 
mission to  

provide personal care services exclusively to individuals 
who need support in order to continue to live  

independently. Our program offers a variety of services. 
  

• Assistance with bathing/personal needs 
• Companionship and Activities 
• Errands and transportation 
• Laundry and Housekeeping 
• Meal preparation 
• Medication Reminders 
• Licensed Nurse Services 
• Assistance in All Aspects of Daily Living 
  
We are Medicaid approved and we serve the residents 
of Elmore County. 
  

For more information call us at 366-2631 

City Hall 
Mon—Thurs 7:30—5:30 
Fri - Sun  Closed 
 

Library 
Mon—Fri 12:00—5:00 
Wed  12:00—4:00 
 

Museum 
Closed for The Winter   

Interpretive Center 
Tue--Sat  10:30—4:00 
 

Dump  
Tue, Thurs—Sun 9:00-5:00 
 
 

County Office (DMV) 
Mon—Fri 8:30—4:30 
   Lunch 1:00—2:00 
 

Post Office 
Mon—Fri 8:00—4:30 
   Lunch 1:00—2:00 
 
 

Laundromat 
Mon--Sun 7:00 am--10:00 pm 
 

Senior Center 
Mon, Tue, Thurs 8:00—2:00 

Three Islands Pantry 
Mon, Tue, Thurs 2nd week of 
Month 9:00—11:00 
Emergency Call—366-2051 
 
 

Health Center 
Mon—Fri 8:00—5:30 
After Hrs call 366-7416 
 

MiniMart 
Mon—Wed 5:00 am—11:00 pm 
Thurs—Fri 5:00 am—12:00 am 
Sat 6:00-12:00 Sun 6:00-11:00 
 

Smith’s Hometown Harware 
Mon—Fri 8:30—5:30 
Sat  9:00--3:00 
 

Corner Market 
Mon—Sun 7:00 am—9:00 pm 
 

Southside Market 
Mon—Sun 7:30 am—10:00 pm 
 

Penner & Fink 
Mon—Fri 9:00—5:00 
 

Chamber Visitor’s Center 
Will Open Again in April 2018 

Hours of Operation 

The Right Tree  
   

      There were two 
blondes who went 
deep into the frozen 
woods searching for 
a Christmas tree.  
     After hours of sub-
zero temperatures a 
few close calls with 
hungry wolves, one 
blonde turned to the 
other and said, 
     "I'm chopping 
down the next tree I 
see. I don't care 
whether it's decorat-
ed or not!"  

BETTER THAN STARBUCKS LEMON LOAF 
 

Serves: 10 
 

INGREDIENTS: 
 

1½ c. flour    1 (3.4 oz.) pkg. instant Lemon pudding mix 
½ tsp. baking powder   ½ tsp. baking soda 
½ tsp. salt    3 eggs 
1 c. sugar    2 Tbsp. butter, softened 
1 tsp. vanilla    2 tsp. lemon extract 
⅓ c. fresh lemon juice   ½ c. oil 
¾ c. plain Greek yogurt   zest of one lemon 
Frosting: 
3 Tbsp. Butter, softened   1½ c. powdered sugar 
3 Tbsp. lemon juice   1 tsp. lemon extract 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

   Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line the bottom of a 5 x 9" loaf pan with a piece of waxed pa-
per. Spray the pan, and waxed paper with non-stick baking spray. Set aside. 
   In a mixing bowl, combine the flour, pudding mix, baking powder, baking soda, and salt. 
With a stand or hand mixer, combine the eggs, sugar, butter, vanilla, lemon extract, lemon 
juice, oil and yogurt. Mix until evenly combined. Gradually add the dry ingredients to the 
wet, stopping to scrape down the sides of the bowl. Add the lemon zest, and mix until just 
combined. Pour the batter into the prepared loaf pan. Bake for 55 minutes, or until center is 
fully set, and a toothpick inserted comes out crumb free. 
   After baking, let cool in the pan for 5-10 minutes. Run a knife around the sides of the pan, 
invert and remove from the pan, removing the waxed paper from the bottom. Cool completely 
on a cooling rack. 
   For the frosting: Combine the butter, lemon juice and lemon extract with hand or stand 
mixer. Gradually add the powdered sugar, and beat until smooth and creamy. Evenly spread 
the frosting over the top of the loaf. Refrigerate to let frosting set completely before slicing. 
Refrigerate any leftovers in an airtight container. 
                      by Erin @ Delightful E Made    

Recipes Worth Trying 

 From: 

The Glenns Ferry 

Times & Seasons 
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Assisted Living and In-home Care 
Poplar Grove Assisted Living and In-home Care 366-2631 

Agriculture 
Permaculture Designer, 599-4919, wilderejones@gmail.com,Wilder 

Bee Swarm Removal 
Chris or Nate, 577-0853, 599-1160 

Electrician 
Frank’s Electric, 366-2627/599-4232, King Hill, Frank 

Handyman 
J & L Services, 208-366-3356, 1-360-921-0391. Jerry 

Hardware 
Smith’s Hometown Hardware, 366-2227, Scott or Lynda 

Housekeeping 
J & L Services, 208-366-3356, 1-360-921-0391, Linnette 

Lawn Care 
Sheila & Mary Ellen, 591-0280, Sheila 
J & L Services, 208-366-3556, 1-360-921-0391, Jerry 

Lawn Sprinklers 
Franks Sprinklers, 919-3102, Frank 

Lodging 
River Ranch Retreat, Cabin, Guest House, 208-420-4743,  

 riverranchretreat.net  
River Roads B&B, 208-590-3354, riveroads@msn.com, June 

Transportation 
J & L Services, 208-366-3356,1-360-921-0391, Linnette 

Services Directory 

Our Lady of Limerick Catholic Church 
Bilingual Service: Sundays 8:30 a.m. 

21 W. Arthur, (208) 366-7721 
www.thecatholicdirectory.com 
 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 

Sundays 10 a.m. 
874 Old Highway 30, (208) 366-2496 
www.lds.org 
 

Community Presbyterian Church 
Sundays 9:30 a.m. 
5391 E. Main King Hill 
 

First United Methodist Church 

Sundays 11 a.m. 
205 Ada St., 
www.umoi.org/churches/detail/57 
 

Desert Outreach Church 
Sundays 11 a.m. 
246 W. 1st Ave., (208) 598-2552 
www.desertoasisoutreach.com 
 

Hammett Community Church 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship:11 a.m. 
9223 W. Church St., Hammett, ID 
(208) 366-2123 
 

First Baptist Church 
Sunday School: 10 a.m. 
Sunday Services: 11 a.m., Evening 7 p.m. 
417 S. Oneida, (208) 696-9356, 
www.glennsferryfbc.org 
 

Iglesia Templo Sinai 
Bible Study: Wednesdays 7 p.m. 
Monday Prayer: 7 p.m. 
Sunday Worship: Noon 

349 E. 1st Ave., (208) 366-7105 
 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Sundays 10 a.m. 

102 E. Cleveland, (208) 599-2287 
www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/ 
grace-episcopal-churchglenns-ferry-id 

Local Churches 

G&T REALTY 

TRACI STEWART - (208) 573-2164 
 

  $99,900 -- Commercial Building in Great Location! Ready for all types of 
purposes.  Some recent updates done.  6000 sq ft. 

  $63,900 -- 3 Bed/2 Bath remodeled manufactured home on two lots. 
Lots of out buildings and plenty of room for your toys. 

  $147,900-- Approx 2000 sq ft Quonset Hut/shop on 13.41 Acres. King 
Hill Irrigation. Domestic Water and Power Installed. 

  $99,900 -- 4 Bed/1 Bath in great condition. Lots of updates! Fenced 
Yard. Garage. Plumbed for 2nd bath. 

  $54,900 -- 2 Bed/1 Bath. Fenced Yard. RV Parking. Hardwood Floors. 
Cute House. 

  $149,900 -- 3 Bed/1 Bath on 1.28 acres in Hammett! Shop & Garage. 
Tons of Upgrades and Remodeling Done. 

It’s a great time to sell!   
Call Today for a free home valuation! 

SOLD 

SOLD 

SOLD 

RESIDENTIAL 
Unique place, 2 bd, 1 1/2 bath  home carport, large shop, spacious yard with trees. 
Room! 1.49 acres…………………………………………………………$200,000 
Clean Lovely 5 bed 3.5 bath partial brick home. Hardwood floors & fireplace  
( 2 income apts). Newly painted exterior-carport & garage……………..........$169,000 
New Listing!  Remodeled 1 bed 1 bath home.  Hardwood floors, Beautiful!   
AND      attached covered patio + 1 bed 1 bath cozy apartment + Garage……$120,000 
Attractive 3 bed. 2 bath manufactured home in pretty country area of Hammett. 
Views…………………………………………………………………….$120,000 
Pretty 2 bed.1 bath home w/hardwood floors, hot tub, deck………………….$ 72,000 
New Listing! 2 bedroom,1 bath nice mobile home. Large Shop/Garage, located 
 by City Park……………………...…………………………………..…….$55,000 

LOTS / COMMERCIAL 

Large Brick bldg.Good Location center of town. New roof. Remodeled store.$150,000 
Fenced residential corner lot. Water, Sewer, shed. Owner will carry 30% down  
OAC! …………………………………………………...……………….....$25,000 
Four lots with 24’x24’ shop for sale in Glenns Ferry…………………………$25,000 

FARMS / ACREAGES 
Great  9.32 acres in Hammett build on! Small farm with nice shop, wheel & 
 hand  lines……… ……………………………………………………......$120,000 
Nice 3 bd, 1 bath remodeled home,                    roof. 2 acres.  Close to school...$100,000 

SALE PENDING 

   In early December, Cub 
Scouts and Boy Scouts 
collected food for their 
Scouting for Food Drive. 

They express their thanks 
to the Glenns Ferry, Ham-
mett, and King Hill com-
munities for their contri-
butions. 
   Over 1,500 lbs. of food 

have been collected to be 
used during the Christ-
mas basket distribution 
in the three communities 
listed above. 
   The Scouts deserve a lot 

of credit for their efforts. 

Give the gift of hometown news 

for Christmas!  $24.00 per year 

for mailed newspapers 


