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Jim (Rudolph) Pratt’s Christmas Choo Choo

Saturday’s
Christmas
Lights
Parade
kicked off
the
Christmas
Season in
style.
The Opera
Theatre
was full.
The hot
chocolate
& cookies-GONE!
Photos by Annette Payne

50/50 Drawing Winner--Cady Parke

Even Post Office Rudolph was there!

And of course, Santa

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Sophie Olsen convinces Santa she’s on the ‘NICE’ List

Blood Drive Dec 10th
A Glenns Ferry Community blood drive will be held on
Tuesday, December 10th, 2019. The American Red
Cross will conduct the drive at the Glenns Ferry Veteran's Hall from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. If you are at least
17 years old, are in good health and are feeling well,
you can help save lives by donating blood. Walk-ins
are welcome. Please be part of this life-saving effort. Anyone not able to donate blood, but who would
like to support the effort by providing snacks for donors and Red Cross staff is invited to do so. Snacks
can be dropped off at the Veteran's Hall on the day of
the blood drive after 11:00 a.m. Red Cross statistics
indicate that up to three lives may be saved with every
unit of blood that is collected. This is the season for
gift giving--what better gift than to give something
that costs us nothing, but that may save three lives?

3 Dec Chamber of Commerce Meeting, Noon at the Winery--2020 Elections
10 Dec GF Community Blood Drive, 1-6 pm at the Veteran’s Hall
10 Dec City Council Meeting, 7:00 pm at City Hall
9-14 Dec Dickens Festival all around town
13 & 14 Dec “A Christmas Carol” 7:00 pm at the Historic Opera Theatre
14 Dec Scouting for Food collection for Christmas baskets
14 Dec Breakfast with Santa, 7:30-10:30 at the Three Island Senior Center
16-20 Dec Decorate the town Christmas Lighting Contest
17 Dec Idaho Food Bank, 9:00 am at the Veteran’s Hall
21 Dec Christmas Basket distribution, 9:00 am at the Veterans Hall

2020
17-19 Jan Idaho State Trappers Fur Sale, Elmore County Fairgrounds
25 Jan GF Chamber of Commerce Installation Banquet, 6:00 pm Vets Hall
13-15 Mar Idaho State Fur Trappers Sale 2, Elmore County Fairgrounds
20-22 Mar Elmore Co. Sportsman Assoc. Sports and Gun Show, Fairgrounds
April VFW Post 3646 Golf Scramble, Y-Knot Winery Golf Course
10-11 Apr 1st High School Rodeo @ GF, Elmore County Rodeo Grounds
April GF High School Wooden Bat Tournament
5-7 June Idaho State Trappers Convention, Elmore County Fairgrounds
10-14 June Good Sam’s Jamboree, Elmore County Fairgrounds
20-21 June Idaho Oregon Snake River Water Trail non-motorized Paddle Event,
Three Island State Park

July Kristin Armstrong Chrono Event, Glenns Ferry Schools
3-5 July All School Reunion, Elmore County Fairgrounds
13-18 July Elmore County Fair 2020
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Letter to the Editor

“I love Christmas. I receive
a lot of wonderful presents
I can’t wait to exchange.”
-Henny Youngman

Thank You

Dear Editor,
On Thursday, Nov. 14th, 2019 from 11:07 a.m. to
12:20 p.m. I slowly drove down to our beautiful Eddie
Bostick boat ramp to take some shots of the scenery.
While walking the area, I quickly observed numerous litter violations! In my opinion these violator's clearly
showed pure and simple disrespect for others who come
with their families to enjoy our public access; whether
duck hunting, fishing, enjoying a picnic (using our grill
BBQ), sitting on the benches to enjoy the sunrise, sunset, or simply sitting quietly and be grateful for Gods
earth. This is our town; we provide y'all with access to
the beautiful Snake River and is 'public' access owned/
operated by the great, hard-working folks of the City of
GF. There is no fee to enjoy what we offer you at the Eddie Bostick Boat Ramp.
As God is my witness, I spent over an hour (of my time)
bending down to pick up the following debris; 145 cigarette butts, beer cans, pull tabs, broken glass (without
wearing gloves), wads of tissue, butt ends of fire crackers, cartridges from shot guns, plastic straws, bottle
caps, wads of chewing gum, and plastic everything! Shall
I mention all the dog waste left behind by owners who are
either too lazy, don't carry a plastic waste bag, or perhaps never taught to be a responsible pet owner? There
are two trash cans available for your use. Do I need to
draw you a picture?
Whether you live in GF/Elmore County or from somewhere else, y'all better start showing more respect in our
wonderful little community!
The good news is I did find a 'Lucky Penny!'
Most sincerely and respectfully submitted,
Rhonda O'Hanley

“Santa has the right
idea. Visit people only once a year.”
-Victor Borge

GF Pilot
Weight Room
Open Monday through
Thursday each week
from 3:30 - 5:30 pm.

Rec District News
The Rec District had a good summer! The pool had a
good season despite school getting out later than usual.
Girls softball program was successful, we'd like to thank
coaches Melinda Sterling, Johnny Hernandez and Dani
Martinez for giving their time and talents, T-Ball was
headed by Dustin Johnson with Chris Land and Josh
Hill also coaching. A Big Thanks to all our volunteers!!
In the fall, our flag football team of 3-4 graders
coached by Rob Spriggs and Javier Ortiz were undefeated! Congratulations to them and many thanks for supporting our youth! Our tackle team of 5-6 graders were
also undefeated. Thanks to coaches Mark Merrell and
Pedro Samano. We are so grateful for the support.
Our Skateboard Park has been a success! I don't think
a day goes by that it’s not being utilized by people on
skateboards or scooters. The basketball court and playground are also being enjoyed by all. We have had many
out of towners enjoy our park--from Oregon, Washington
and California to name a few. It has been fun to stop and
meet our guests from out of town. They all seem to agree
that we are lucky to have such a nice facility! We want to
thank Pat Sivesind again for helping to keep our park
clean!!!
It's that time of year for little league basketball. Signups will begin December 2, 2019. The forms will be coming home with the kids from school. Sign-up sheets will
also be available at the Pot Pourri. 1-3 grades will be
having clinics Saturdays from 2-4 p.m. January 11, 18,
and 25. The 4-6 graders will begin with a clinic at the
high school Saturday January 18th. For more information contact Christina Wright 208-590-6185 or Karen
at 599-2404.
The Fitness center has something for everyone! Come
check it out!! We have a large back room that can be
used by the public for classes or meetings. We plan to
have a beginning cake decorating class soon, and another Dutch oven cooking class. Contact Karen Hall 5992404 for questions or new sign ups. Watch for our
Weight Loss Challenge beginning in 2020. Follow us on
Facebook! Happy Holidays from the EECRD.
by Kateera Brown

Kudos to the Jeffrey Brothers at World Wide Equine for
always lowering their business flag to half-staff when it
should be. Dale & Lloyd, thank you for your patriotism.
“It takes one to know one.”
Respectfully,
Rhonda O’Hanley

Pets
Newspaper
Update
The reason for this special issue of the newspaper is to help make the
community aware of community happenings during
the Christmas season and
into the next year.
We continue to look for
ways to have a local newspaper on a regular basis.
Our local Economic Development
Profes si onal ,
Christy Acord, spends
considerable time beating
the bushes as well--to find
a way.
If anyone is interested in
taking on publishing a
newspaper as an incomeearning
enterprise we
would be happy to work
with you to help make
that happen. It just takes
someone who has the interest, the time and the
determination to do it.
We are pleased to have
been able to team with
C orner
Ma rket
a nd
Southside Market to mail
the paper to everyone in
the Glenns Ferry, King Hill
and Hammett area. We
were able to get it to every
box holder in the area
while sharing the expense
with these partners.

The Editor

You will soon see Cub
Scouts and Boy Scouts
placing bags at each
doorstep in town. These
bags are provided to collect food items for their
annual Scouting for Food
Drive. Please fill your bag
with any non-perishable
items. Please NO glass,
home canned, or open
containers.
All food collected in the
local area will be used in
the Holiday Baskets that
will be delivered on December 21st.
Bags will be picked up
on December 14, or
you can drop them off
at City Hall.
2

Leaving Fido and Fluffy home alone because you’re
running late for work, and you grab your keys as you
head for the door. But wait! Before leaving, you switch on
the TV, flick on the ceiling fan, throw some toys out in
the living room, set out some food, and then rush off to
work with half the lights in the house still on. Are the
kids staying home from school today? Nope, just making
sure Fido and Fluffy will be comfortable.
According to a recent national survey of 1,225 pet owners in the United States and Canada, conducted by the
American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA), more than
three-fourths of pet owners surveyed feel guilty when
they leave a pet home alone.
The survey illustrates the steady climb of North American pets up the family tree. Here are some of the results:
76% of respondents feel guilty when leaving their pet
home alone; 46% of pet owners stayed home more often
because of their pet; 49% of pet owners sing to, or with,
their pet; 37% of pet owners say that their pet’s personality resembles their own; 57% of respondents would
choose to be a dog if they were a pet; 33% would want to
be a cat.
“The word dog spelled backwards is GOD!”

by Rhonda O’Hanley

General Manager & Editor……..David Payne, 350-1946
Office Phone: 366-4395
Email: GFTimesSeasons@gmail.com
POLICY
Letters: The Glenns Ferry Times & Seasons welcomes letters to the editor of 400 words or fewer and
will print them as promptly as possible as space allows. All letters will be published at the editor’s discretion. The editor reserves the right to decline any letter.
We reserve the right to edit letters as necessary for
brevity, grammar and taste.
Political Letters: Letters of endorsement, in opposition to, from or about elected officials or candidates
will be published as PAID ELECTION LETTERS at the
standard advertising rate of $5.55 per column inch.
No negative letters will be accepted later than two issues prior to election.
Letters must include a first and last name, and daytime phone number for verification. Anonymous submissions will not be considered for publication. Published letters will include author’s name and city of
residence. Email letters to the above address or drop a
typed copy at Penner & Fink Insurance.
The Glenns Ferry Times & Seasons reserves the
right to reject any material submitted for publication
that violates general standards of decency.
The DEADLINE for all submissions is 5:00 p.m. on
Friday the week before the paper is printed. This includes, articles, ads, recipes, photos, letters, etc.
Items may be submitted to the paper by email at the
email address above, by mail at the address below, or
by dropping them in the folder at Penner & Fink Insurance at 83 N. Commercial St. Glenns Ferry.
Glenns Ferry Times & Seasons
P.O. Box 317 (Mailing Address)
7 East 1st Ave (Physical Address)
Glenns Ferry, ID 83623
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Opera Theatre Event

Christmas Day in the Morning

The Historic Opera Theatre in Glenns Ferry announces
a special Valentine’s Day dinner & show on Thursday,
February 13, 6:00 PM, featuring comedian and author
Heath Harmison. As a high school student, Heath performed in summer melodrama casts on the Glenns Ferry
Opera Theatre stage.
Welcoming back ‘one of our own’ is made possible with
the help of a grant from the Idaho Commission on the
Arts.
Dinner (reservations required) will begin at 6PM and
will include music provided by theatre performers. Information on costs and reservations will be available on the
theatre website www.glennsferrytheatre.org where you
will also find a short clip of Heath’s humor. For information call Dorothy at (775) 737-1955.

by Pearl S. Buck

About Heath Harmison
Being a superhero was always an ultimate dream of
Heath’s...but due to his lack
of athleticism, money, and
tragic back story, he decided that bringing laughter to
the world would be the next
best thing. His PG-13 style
of comedy kills in clubs, colleges, and festivals including the Fringe Festival in Edinburgh, Scotland. He has
been seen on the TV show, “Laughs,” on FOX, and heard
across the airwaves on SiriusXm. You can also find him
performing regularly on the Las Vegas Strip at Planet Hollywood, Tropicana, Bally’s, and the MGM Grand! He has
worked with some of the best comics in the business including Brad Garrett, Louie Anderson, Dennis Miller, Eddie
Griffin, and Roseanne Barr. His abilities that are presented on stage are endless! From doing celebrity impersonations, to singing, dancing, and accents. Heath's comedy
will paint a picture in your mind that will be burned in for
weeks or longer.

Eastern Elmore County Rec District

Fitness Center

Open 24 hours a day



$20 per month per person or $220 per year
Second family member $10 a month
Sign up by calling

208-599-2404
37 East 1st Street, Glenns Ferry
Across from Three Island Real Estate

He woke suddenly and completely. It
was four o’clock, the hour at which his
father had always called him to get up
and help with the milking. Strange how
the habits of his youth clung to him still!
Fifty years ago, and his father had been
dead for thirty years, and yet he woke at
four o’clock in the morning. He had
trained himself to turn over and go back
to sleep, but this morning, because it was
Christmas, he did not try to sleep.
Yet what was the magic of Christmas
now? His childhood and youth were long
past, and his own children had grown up
and gone. Some of them lived only a few
miles away but they had their own families, and though they would come in as
usual toward the end of the day, they had
explained with infinite gentleness that
they wanted their children to build Christmas memories about their houses, not
his. He was left alone with his wife.
Yesterday she had said, “It isn’t worthwhile, perhaps—”
And he had said, “Oh, yes, Alice, even if
there are only the two of us, let’s have a
Christmas of our own.”
Then she had said, “Let’s not trim the
tree until tomorrow, Robert—just so it’s
ready when the children come. I’m tired.”
He had agreed, and the tree was still out
in the back entry.
Why did he feel so awake tonight? It
was, after all, a still night, a clear and
starry night. There was no moon, of
course, but the stars were extraordinary!
Now that he thought of it, the stars always
seemed large and clear before the dawn of
Christmas Day.
There was one star now that was certainly larger and brighter than any of the
others. He could even imagine it moving,
as it had seemed to move one night long
ago.
He slipped back in time, as he did so
easily nowadays. He was fifteen years old
and still on his father’s farm. He loved his
father. He had not known it until one day
a few days before Christmas, when he had
overheard what his father was saying to
his mother.
“Mary, I hate to call Rob in the morning.
He’s growing so fast and he needs his
sleep. If you could see how he sleeps when
I go in to wake him up! I wish I could
manage alone.”
“Well, you can’t, Adam.” His mother’s
voice was brisk. “Besides, he isn’t a child
anymore. It’s time he took his turn.”
“Yes,” his father said slowly. “But I really don’t want to wake him.”
When he heard these words, something
in him woke—his father loved him! He had
never thought of it before, taking for
granted the tie of their blood. Neither his
father nor his mother talked about loving
their children—they had no time for such
things. There was always so much to do
on a farm.
Now that he knew his father loved him,
there would be no more wasting time in
the mornings and having to be called
again. He got up after that, stumbling
blind with sleep, and pulled on his
clothes, his eyes tight shut, but he got up.
And then on the night before Christmas,
that year when he was fifteen, he lay for a
few minutes thinking about the next day.
They were poor, and most of the excitement was in the turkey they had raised
themselves and in the mince pies his
mother made. His sisters sewed presents
and his mother and father always bought
something he needed, not only a warm
jacket, maybe, but something more, such
as a book. And he saved and bought them
each something, too.
He wished, that Christmas he was fifteen, he had a better present for his father. As usual he had gone to the ten-cent
store and bought a tie. It had seemed nice
enough until he lay thinking the night before Christmas, and then he wished that
he had heard his father and mother talk3

ing in time for him to save for something
better.
He lay on his side, his head supported
by his elbows, and looked out of his attic
window. The stars were bright, much
brighter than he ever remembered seeing
them, and one star in particular was so
bright that he wondered if it were really
the Star of Bethlehem.
“Dad,” he had once asked when he was
a little boy, “what is a stable?”
“It’s just a barn,” his father had replied,
“like ours.”
Then Jesus Christ had been born in a
barn, and to a barn the shepherds and
the wise men had come, bringing their
Christmas gifts!
The thought struck him like a silver
dagger. He could also give his father a
special gift, out there in the barn! He
could get up early, earlier than four
o’clock, and he could go into the barn and
do all the milking. He’d do it alone, milk
and clean up, and then when his father
went in to start the milking, he’d see it all
done. And he would know who had done
it.
He must have woken twenty times,
scratching a match each time to look at
his old watch—midnight, and half past
one, and then two o’clock.
At a quarter to three he got up and put
on his clothes. He crept downstairs, careful of the creaky boards, and let himself
out. The big star hung lower over the barn
roof, a reddish gold. The cows looked at
him, sleepy and surprised. It was early for
them, too.
“So, Boss,” he whispered. They accepted
him placidly and he fetched some hay for
each cow and then got the milking pail
and the big milk cans.
He had never milked all alone before,
but it seemed almost easy. He kept thinking about his father’s surprise. His father
would come in and call him, saying that
he would start while Rob was getting
dressed. He’d go to the barn, open the
door, and then he’d go to get the two big
empty milk cans. But they wouldn’t be
waiting or empty; they’d be standing in
the milkhouse, filled with milk.
“What in the world?” he could hear his
father exclaiming.
He smiled and milked steadily, two
strong streams rushing into the bucket,
bubbly and warm. The cows were still surprised but acquiescent. For once they
were behaving well, as though they knew
it was Christmas.
The task went more easily than he had
ever known it to before. Milking for once
was not a chore. It was something else, a
gift to his father that loved him. He finished, the two milk cans were full, and he
covered them and closed the milkhouse
door carefully, making sure the latch was
closed. He put the stool in its place by the
door and hung up the clean milk pail.
Then he went out of the barn and locked
the door behind him.
Back in his room he had only a minute
to pull off his clothes in the darkness and
jump into bed, for he heard his father.
“Rob!” his father called. “We have to get
up, Son, even if it is Christmas.”
“OK,” he said sleepily.
“I’ll go ahead,” his father said. “I’ll get
things started.”
The door closed and he lay still, laughing to himself. In just a few minutes his
father would know. His dancing heart was
ready to jump from his body.
The minutes were endless—ten, fifteen,
he did not know how many—and then he
heard his father’s footsteps again. The
door opened and he lay still.
“Rob!”
“Yes, Dad—”
“You son of a gun. . .” His father was
laughing, a queer, sobbing sort of laugh.
“Thought you’d fool me, did you?” His
See “Christmas Day” on page 7
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Raise

The

Glenns Ferry Veterans’ Memorial Hall

Roof

Event

Time for a New Roof
That old “workhorse” of a building where much of what goes on
in the community happens--from the Annual Chamber of Commerce banquet and most other Chamber meetings, to the
quinceañeras, birthday parties, wedding receptions, funerals, Idaho Food Bank distributions, Christmas Basket assembly and distribution, Booster Club activities, and of course, the VFW Post
3646 meetings, is in need of a new roof. That’s right, we’re talking
about the Veterans Hall in Glenns Ferry. Well, for the past many
years, the roof has had problems--a leak here and a leak there.
Portions of the roof have been re-done several times, but because
of the extremely low pitch of the roof, the water keeps finding a
way in, and is damaging the support structure underneath the
actual roof. It’s time to do something to make the roof watertight
once and for all. The building belongs to the Veterans Council of
Glenns Ferry VFW Post 3646, so any upkeep, maintenance and
repairs are the responsibility of the Post. The price tag to install a
pitched roof over the existing roof is about $75,000, and as you
might guess, the pockets of Post 3646 aren’t quite that deep.
So, since the entire community enjoys the benefit of having the
Veterans Hall here in town, it is only fitting that the entire community share in the expense of this major repair.
Our local Economic Development Professional, Christy Acord,
has been, and is, beating the bushes to find ways to raise the
money. On Saturday, November 23rd, JTS Farmstore and Lazy A
Cattle & Crafts sponsored a benefit dance at the Elmore County
Fairgrounds to help raise money for the roof. That event raised a
total of $3,071. Private donors have donated additional funds to
bring the total to $11,646. That leaves another $63,354 to be
raised.
We are entering the Christmas Season, a time when we give
gifts. So, on behalf of VFW Post 3646 and the entire community,
we are encouraging and inviting everyone to give something, so we
can get a new roof on that building that we all use so much. Those
wishing to contribute, can do so directly to the VFW Post. You can
mail your contribution to VFW Post Quartermaster, John Frank,
either at his home address, 4105 E. Montgomery Rd., King Hill, ID
83633, or to the VFW Post 3646 at P.O. Box 483, Glenns Ferry, ID
83623. The VFW Post is an IRS-recognized tax exempt organization under Section 501(c)19, so your direct donation is tax deductible.
The VFW Post has supported the community for many years in
many ways. We invite all to now support the Post in this endeavor.
We also extend thanks to all who made the benefit dance such a
success, and to all who have contributed to this worthy cause, not
only monetarily, but in so, so many ways.
by David Payne

Benefit Dance

Photos by Christy Acord

A Good Time

For All
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Poplar Grove Assisted Living
356 E. Cleveland Avenue
Glenns Ferry
At Poplar Grove we pride ourselves in
offering an atmosphere where our
Residents feel at home.
Some of the services we offer:

Day Care - Respite Care
24 hour a day personalized care
Private and Semi-private rooms
Furnished or unfurnished
Meals professionally developed and approved by a nutritionist
Individual and group activities
Salon on site

We focus on providing a home-like environment which best meets
the individual needs of each resident when they are no longer able to
live at home.
We accept Medicaid, private pay & insurances

We offer the care and attention your loved one deserves. For more
information or to schedule a tour of our beautiful facility, please call
Tricia Towne/Administrator at

208-329-9261

New to Glenns Ferry is Thunder Jack’s Farm,
which opened November 22nd.
Offering ‘Buy Idaho’ and ‘Idaho Preferred’ products:
Gourmet Foods, Huckleberry Jams, Jellies and
Sauces, Weiser Classic Chocolates,
Coffee and other favorites.
Personal or corporate gift baskets are available.
Winter hours until mid March are
Wed - Sat 10am - 5:30pm

A MUSICAL CELEBRATION OF CHRIST
DECEMBER 5TH AND 6TH FROM 6PM TO 9PM
COME LISTEN TO THE SWEET SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS PERFORMED BY CHOIRS
AND MUSICIANS FROM AROUND THE COMMUNITY
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
790 S. Haskett Street, Mountain Home
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Glenns Ferry History
Amstutz Apartments

The Amstutz Apartment
building at 320 South Ada
Street is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places and on the Idaho
State Historical Society.
John Amstutz (born in
Switzerland in the 1890’s,
and wife Muriel, born in
Michigan in the 1890’s)
moved to Glenns Ferry and
built the Amstutz Apts. in
1921. According to their
only living relative, granddaughter Judith Fulmer
(now living in the Seattle
area), John built these
apts. as an investment for
his wife Muriel. John was a
conductor for the Union
Pacific Railroad.
Judith thought that current residents might wonder where the name
“Amstutz Apts.” came from
– and may recognize it as
the apts. across from the
old “black rock elementary
school” and now Glenns
Ferry Museum. When Judith was here last in the
1990’s, she was excited to
still see her grandparents’
name on the apartments –
and did some research to
find out it was now low income housing. And also
confirmed with the State of
Idaho that it is listed on
the National Register of
Historic Places and on the
Idaho State Historical Society.
Judith and her parents
(Richard & Coaina Elliott)
lived in Glenns Ferry in the
1940’s and 1950’s, but
moved to Spokane in 1955,
when Judith was in the
5th grade. Richard (born
1916) and Coaina (born
1913) owned the Passing
Track Tavern in the middle
of the block, across from

the railroad tracks (–no
longer there). They lived in
the house on the corner
next to the apts. across
from
the
school/
museum.
Judith sent us this information as she says she is
about to turn 75, recently
lost her husband in 2018 and she is the end of the
family line for the Amstutz
family since she and her
husband had no children. She just wanted anyone who was interested to
know a little about the Amstutz and Elliott family history – and that the whole
Amstutz/Elliott family is
buried in the Glenns Ferry
Cemetery.
And if she hadn’t left
Glenns Ferry in 1955, she
would have graduated with
the Class of 1962! And she
is still in touch with many
of those class members in
2019! Even though she
lives in the State of Washington, she says she
will always call Glenns Ferry HOME! Has great memories of a great childhood!

Safe Holiday Driving a Priority for ISP

In a small Southern
town there was a "Nativity
Scene" that showed great
skill and talent had gone
into creating it. One small
feature bothered me. The
three wise men were wearing
fi remen's
h el mets. Totally unable to
come up with a reason or
explanation, I left.
At a "Quick Stop" on the
edge of town, I asked the
lady behind the counter
about the helmets. She
exploded into a rage, yelling at me, "You damn
Yankees never do read the
Bible!" I assured her that I
did, but simply couldn't
recall anything about firemen in the Bible. She
jerked her Bible from behind the counter and ruffled through some pages,
and finally jabbed her finger at a passage. Sticking
it in my face she said
"See,
it
says
right
here, 'The three wise man
came from afar.'"

Idaho State Police partners with other law enforcement agencies to reduce impaired driving this
holiday season.
The Idaho State Police
and law enforcement agencies throughout Idaho,
Washington, and Montana
will increase patrols to
identify and remove impaired drivers from our
roadways. The extra patrols will continue through
the
hol i da y
s ea s on.
During a multi-agency
press conference Monday
in Coeur d'Alene, Colonel
Ked Wills of the Idaho State
Pol i c e
s a id
safety on our
roadways is a
priority to all of
the
agencies
involved.
"We're standing here united
to help prevent
the pain families suffer when
they
lose
a
loved one in a traffic
crash. We want families to
be together this holiday
and many more to come,"
said
Colonel
Wills.
Impaired driving is always a focus for Idaho
State Police Troopers. And
for Troopers in North Idaho, the interest is particularly urgent.
- Between 2015 and
2017, nearly 60% of the
fatal crashes in Kootenai
County were caused by impaired drivers. According to
NHTSA, in 2017, only 20%
of the fatal crashes nationally were caused by impaired drivers.
- Since 2013, more than
half of the fatal crashes in
North Idaho have involved
impaired
drivers.
- North Idaho has the
worst impaired driving rate
in the state.
To address the problem,
ISP and other law enforcement agencies have come

“Maybe Christmas doesn’t
come from a store. Maybe
Christmas, perhaps,
means a little bit more.”
-The Grinch

Sex Offender Scam
John & Muriel Amstutz
by Judith Muriel Elliott Fulmer,
Amstutz granddaughter – and last
living Amstutz relative!

City Crew Encourages Caution
Part of the smalltown charm of Glenns
Ferry is that you never
know when you will
meet someone on the
street and be able to
have a nice conversation with them. We all
like to know what is
going on in our town.
When we see our City
Crew putting up caution lights and getting
big equipment together
on our streets, we are
na tural l y
c urious
about what their latest
job is.
Unfortunately, this
causes problems for
the City Crew. They
are very concerned
about job safety and
even though they put
out cones, caution
lights and barricades,
some
well-meaning
residents just can’t
resist trying to get a
closer look and having
a conversation about
the job.

Christmas Fireman

Johnny Hernandez
requests that residents
stay clear of any work
site that has the cones
and barriers--for their
own safety. It is dangerous around the big
equipment and it is
difficult to do the work
and watch out for
“looky-loos.” The Crew
will be happy to talk
over the job when they
are finished and it is
safe.
Let’s give them a
break and keep our
distance until the barriers are down and the
job is done.

The Idaho Central Sex
Offender
Registry has
been made aware of several attempted scams targeting sexual offenders in
several Idaho counties as
well as in other states.
One scam involves a
caller posing as a law enforcement officer who tells
the sexual offender that
they have missing or outof-date registration information. The caller then
threatens that, in order to
avoid arrest for failure to
register, the registrant
must bring a gift/money
card to a specified location (other than the local
law enforcement’s registration office). The caller
may provide a callback
number with a voice mail
message that sounds as if
it belongs to the local law
enforcement’s registration
office.
In another report, the
caller says they are with
the Sheriff’s Office and
they have a warrant for
being non-compliant, and
that the only way to take
care of it without being
arrested is to go to the
store and get a money
card and give them the
number over the phone.
If contacted, those on
the Sex Offender Registry
should not follow these
instructions. Report any
such contact to your local
Sheriff’s office.
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together to form the North
Idaho DUI Task Force.
Their goal is to stop impaired driving crashes and
fatalities in Northern Idaho.
Officer Nick Knoll of
Coeur d'Alene Police Department, who coordinated
Monday's press briefing,
thanked the agencies involved with the task force
and how both large and
small agencies have committed to increase patrols
from now through the holidays.
Colonel Wills also reinforced that the Idaho State
Police and their partner law
en forc em ent
agencies are in
the business of
changing and
saving
lives,
and the efforts
of this task
force is a key
to do that.
"The holiday
season should
be a happy
time. We are grateful for
our law enforcement partners. We believe working
together, our efforts will be
more effective and make a
difference." Said Colonel
Wills.
Idaho State Police reminds the public that all of
us have a stake in preventing impaired driving.
What can you do?
- Designate a sober driver,
call a cab, or use a ridehailing service.
-Don't let friends get behind the wheel if they're
under the influence of
drugs or alcohol.
-If you're hosting a party
where guests may become
impaired, make sure all
guests leave with a sober
driver.
-Always wear your seat
belt - it's your best defense
against impaired drivers.

Please join us at

the Three Island Senior Center
492 East Cleveland Glenns Ferry

December 14th
7:30 to 10:30 am

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, Sausage links
Coffee & Juice
Children under 10 eat free All others $5.00

Picture with Santa and a toy
for all children under 10

Glenns Ferry Times & Seasons December 3, 2019

What do you want for Christmas?
I have turned into my
mother! It is amazing what
a little age can do to a person. Oh, so many years
ago, I remember asking my
parents what they wanted
for Christmas. My list was
endless. Their answer was
“I don’t really need anything”. It was so frustrating. I just knew there had
to be something they wanted, but there was never
any cooperation forthcoming on their part. So they
probably ended up with a
bunch of “stuff” that they
neither wanted or needed.
Seems a little sad when I
look back. But I understand now that I am in
that place. I don’t intend to
frustrate my kids, but I am
sure I do.
So what do you want for
Christmas?
When
my
daughter asked me the
other day and I froze in
mid-sentence of “I don’t
need
anything.
Even

though I had been giving it
a lot of thought, I still
wanted to rattle off that
trite phrase. Because,
truth be told, I don’t need
anything at this stage of
my life. And there really
isn’t much that I desire.
After
co nsi d er a bl e
thought, I told her what I
really wanted. I wanted her
to call her Dad once a
week. To keep him informed of what was going
on in their lives, ask for a
little advice, let him know
that he was appreciated. It
costs nothing. But it is the
best gift ever. She agreed.
As for me, I don’t need
any more “stuff” either.
But I would like something
I can use and enjoy like
movie tickets, a massage or
facial, a manicure, lunch
with my daughter, time
with my grand kids. . . .
you get the idea. Mostly, I
want
something
that
makes memories. It doesn’t

Christmas Day
(continued from page 3)

father was standing beside his bed, feeling
for him, pulling away the blanket.
“It’s for Christmas, Dad!”
He found his father and clutched him in
a great hug. He felt his father’s arms go
around him. It was dark and they could not
see each other’s faces.
“Son, I thank you. Nobody ever did a nicer thing—”
“Oh, Dad, I want you to know—I do want
to be good!” The words broke from him of
their own will. He did not know what to
say. His heart was bursting with love.
“Well, I reckon I can go back to bed and
sleep,” his father said after a moment. “No,
no—the little ones are waking up. Come to
think of it, Son, I’ve never seen you children when you first saw the Christmas
tree. I was always in the barn. Come on!”
Rob got up and pulled on his clothes
again and they went down to the Christmas
tree, and soon the sun was creeping up to
where the star had been. Oh, what a
Christmas, and how his heart had nearly
burst again with shyness and pride as his
father told his mother and made the younger children listen about how he, Rob, had
gotten up all by himself.
“The best Christmas gift I ever had, and
I’ll remember it, Son, every year on Christ-

matter if it is a dinner, or a
walk, or a talk, or something fun. I don’t need
“stuff”, but I so enjoy their
time.
Facebook had a great
idea for a Christmas gift for
the elderly . . . paying some
of their utility bills. What a
wonderful idea! Sometimes
the basics are a struggle
for those on limited incomes. How about taking
your friend or neighbor out
to lunch or dinner on occasion. Or offer a ride to the
big city for medical appointments or maybe just
a Sunday drive for fun.
Think outside of the
box…….don’t think about
“things” but “things you
can do together”. Share
your time with them. Do
you know how much a visit
over a cup of coffee means
when you are housebound? Play cards, watch
a movie together, listen to
their stories. Just be there.

mas morning, so long as I live.”
They had both remembered it, and now
that his father was dead he remembered it
alone: that special Christmas dawn when,
alone with the cows in the barn, he had
made his first gift of true love.
Outside the window now the great star
slowly sank. He got up out of the bed, put
on his slippers and bathrobe, and went
softly upstairs to the attic to find the box of
Christmas tree decorations. He took them
downstairs into the living room. Then he
brought in the tree. It was a little one—they
had not had a big tree since the children
went away—but he set it in the holder and
then on the long table under the window.
Then carefully he began to trim it.
It was dawn very soon, the time passing
as quickly as it had that morning long ago
in the barn. He went to his library and
fetched the little box that contained his
special gift to this wife, a star of diamonds,
not large but dainty in design. He had written the card for it the day before. He tied
the gift on the tree and then stood back. It
was pretty, very pretty, and she would be
surprised.
However, he was not satisfied. He wanted
to tell her—to tell her how much he loved
her. It had been a long time since he had
really told her, although he loved her in a
very special way, much more than when
they were young.

Hours of Operation
City Hall

Three Islands Pantry

Mon—Thurs 7:30—5:30

Mon, Tue, Thurs 2nd week of
Month 9:00—11:00
Emergency Call—366-2051

Library
Mon—Fri 12:00—5:00
Wed 12:00—4:00

Health Center

Closed until Warm Weather

Mon—Fri 8:00—5:30
After Hrs call 366-7416

Interpretive Center

MiniMart

Museum

Tue - Sat 10:30--4:00

Dump
Wed - Sun 9:00-5:00

County Office (DMV)
Mon—Fri 8:30—4:30
Lunch 1:00—2:00

Post Office
Mon—Fri 8:00—4:30
Lunch 1:00—2:00

Laundromat

Mon--Sun 7:00 am--10:00 pm

Senior Center
Mon, Tue, Thurs 8:00—2:00

Mon—Wed 5:00 am—11:00 pm
Thurs—Fri 5:00 am—12:00 am
Sat 6:00-12:00 Sun 6:00-11:00

Smith’s Hometown Harware
Mon—Fri 8:30—5:30
Sat 9:00--3:00

Corner Market
Mon—Sun 7:00 am—9:00 pm

Southside Market

Mon—Sun 7:30 am—10:00 pm

Penner & Fink
Mon—Fri 9:00—5:00

Those things are loved and
appreciated by all, not just
older people.
Make this Christmas truly special by giving of yourself to those who just want
a little bit of your time. You
will both be blessed in so
many ways. Merry Christmas to one and all!
Sidelight: I would like to
thank all Glenns Ferry-ites
who have been faithful
readers of my articles in
the paper and on my blog.
You have been wonderful!
And I have never had so
much fun over the last few
years as I have had with
this venue.
But things change and
life moves on. We have finally sold our home and
will be moving to Boise by
the end of the year. It is a
bitter sweet feeling. I love it
here. Glenns Ferry has given me immeasurable opportunities to grow and
have my dreams come to

By June Peterson

fruition. But, because of
health and age, we need to
be closer to medical facilities and our family. Plus, I
have a brand new grandson that I want to watch
grow up and I want to be
involved in my older grandchildren’s lives to a greater
extent.
I will enjoy the city and
all it has to offer, but I will
miss the small town where
people know and care
about one another. Don’t
ever lose that!! Your friendship, neighborliness, helpfulness, kindness, and
generosity are your very
best attributes. When all
other things fall by the
wayside, those are the very
things will keep you afloat.
The road is not long and
the door is always open.
Keep in touch, visit often,
and know that each of you
will be remembered for a
lifetime.
God bless you all.

He had been fortunate that she had loved
him—and how fortunate that he had been
able to love. Ah, that was the true joy of
life, the ability to love! He was quite sure
that some people were genuinely unable to
love anyone, but love was alive in him, it
still was.
It occurred to him suddenly that it was
alive because long ago it had been born in
him when he knew his father loved him.
That was it: love alone could awaken love.
And he could give the gift again and
again. This morning, this wonderful Christmas morning, he would give it to his beloved wife. He could write it down in a letter
for her to read and keep forever. He went to
his desk and began his love letter to his
wife: “My dearest love. . .”
When it was finished he sealed it and tied
it on the tree where she would see it the
first thing when she came into the room.
She would read it, surprised and then
moved, and realize how very much he loved
her.
He put out the light and went tiptoeing
up the stairs. The star in the sky was gone,
and the first rays of the sun were gleaming
in the sky. Such a happy, happy Christmas.

Courtesy of: whatsoproudlywehail.org

Local Churches
Our Lady of Limerick Catholic Church
Bilingual Mass: Sundays 5:00 p.m.
21 W. Arthur, (208) 366-7721
www.thecatholicdirectory.com
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Sundays 10 a.m.
874 Old Highway 30, (208) 366-2496
www.lds.org
Community Presbyterian Church
Sundays 9:30 a.m.
5391 E. Main King Hill
First United Methodist Church
Sundays 11 a.m.
205 Ada St.,
www.umoi.org/churches/detail/57
Desert Outreach Church
Sundays 11 a.m.
246 W. 1st Ave., (208) 598-2552
www.desertoasisoutreach.com
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Hammett Community Church
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship:11 a.m.
9223 W. Church St., Hammett, ID
(208) 366-2123
First Baptist Church
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday Services: 11 a.m., Evening 7 p.m.
417 S. Oneida, (208) 696-9356,
www.glennsferryfbc.org
Iglesia Templo Sinai
Bible Study: Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Monday Prayer: 7 p.m.
Sunday Worship: Noon
349 E. 1st Ave., (208) 366-7105
Grace Episcopal Church
Sundays 10 a.m.
102 E. Cleveland, (208) 599-2287
www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/
grace-episcopal-churchglenns-ferry-id
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Caring for your loved one who is disabled or homebound can be stressful. Our in-home program was
designed to help assist clients in their homes.
It is our mission to
provide personal care services exclusively to individuals
who need support in order to continue to live
independently. Our program offers a variety of services.
•Assistance with bathing/personal needs
•Companionship and Activities
•Errands and transportation
•Laundry and Housekeeping

Fall & Winter Hours in Effect

•Meal preparation
•Medication Reminders
•Licensed Nurse Services
•Assistance in All Aspects of

Daily Living

We are Medicaid approved and we serve the residents
of Elmore County.

For more information call us at 208-329-9261
Tricia Towne, Administrator

Classifieds

ers, landscape cloth, pruning
shears, etc. 50% off original prices. ALSO--We have a limited
Pine Bark for Landscaping
supply of fresh lawn grass seed.
Medium sized pine bark for land- Call 208-350-1964.
scaping. Good mulch-- helps
with water conservation and
weed control. $45 per cubic yard.
Located in Glenns Ferry. Call Log bed, queen mattress and
David at 208-350-1946 for more box, entertainment center, glider
with footstool, lamps, 2 misc.
information.
cabinets, 2 large dressers, single
Garden Supplies
bed with mattress, antique sewWe still have a back room full of ing machine, 4 drawer file cabileft-over garden supply inventory net, 4 bar stools, lots of other
from the seed store--grass and miscellaneous items. Call 208weed killers, bug sprays, fertiliz- 366-2974 and leave a message.

For Sale

Moving Sale

M-Sat 11:00am-7:00pm
Sun Closed
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