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City of Glenns Ferry City Special Council Meeting March 18, 2020 
The Special City Council meeting of the City of Glenns Ferry was opened and called to order at 6:30 pm 
on Wednesday, March 18, 2020, by Mayor Monty White.  
 
Members Present: Susan Case, Scott Smith, Dani Martinez, Kenny Thompson, Mayor Monty White 
 
Staff Present: Teresa Parsons 
 
Others Present: Aussie Girl 
    

Item 1. OPEN MEETING/ROLL CALL:  
Parsons: Roll call taken. 

 

        Susan Case      X    Scott Smith      X    Dani Martinez      X    Ken Thompson 

      X    Mayor Monty White 

 

For the record:   At roll Call: Susan Case - Absent 

 

Mayor: We have a quorum.  

 
Item 2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  

Mayor White: Join me in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Item 3. MOTION TO: [ACTION ITEM]: Adopt Agenda: 
Thompson: I’ll make that motion to adopt the agenda.  
Smith: Second.  
Mayor White: All in favor, all-ayes.  

 
Item 4. DISCUSSION/MOTION: [ACTION ITEM] Possible Closure of City Facilities.  

Mayor: I did close the close the City Hall today. I didn't know what was coming down from the State or 
Feds new guidelines that we were supposed to have meetings on. I elected to go ahead and shut down 
today. We did a have everybody, all hands-on deck. We clean this room from one side to the other. We 
have the janitor, we’ve rescheduled her. She will clean every day. Clean all the services and stuff after 
hours. That was the main reason, so that I could so my staff myself could attend these conference calls 
without having interruption, so we didn't miss something. My recommendation to the City Council tonight 
is that we go ahead and continue to have City Hall open, but we only allow access here in the foyer. In 
the old days people could come in just wander wherever they wanted. I hope we get back to that soon, 
but I gotta protect. We were a small organization, so I've got to protect our employees. Maybe Dani you 
can back me up but I'm at the point that I think it's gonna get worse before it gets better.  
Martinez: I agree. 
Mayor: We are at the front end of this. If I shut down now what am I going to do in three weeks when it 
hits hard? I think what we ought to do is try to get that as far down the road as we can. I don't even know 
if we need to have a motion that we do that. I just didn't know if I was gonna ask you to close the City 
Hall, so we have to have a motion, or if I was going to recommend that we don't. After listening through 
the Governor and talking to everybody I could, my recommendation to the Council that we just go ahead 
and leave it open for right now, with the modifications that we've made. Dani you got any thoughts. I know 
you're in health care. 
Martinez:  I agree that we keep it open, I think if you close it know it’s premature. 
Thompson: There isn’t even anybody in town that has it. 
Smith: I agree with Dani on this. 
Martinez: If we get a case, then we can always come back and talk about it again. 
Smith: Then you can make the call on your own, right? 
Mayor: I can implement it immediately; I have the authority up to thirty (30) days. I wouldn’t wait that long; 
I would do an emergency closure then have you guys in here to back me up. We can discuss anything, 
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but we aren’t going to make a vote on other stuff. I think it is important for you guys to know that I got the 
staff together, we have a plan. If something happens were, we do get some cases in Elmore County and 
this looks like it's going to get worse. I've got a plan that we're gonna send Mike Mitchell to his home and 
isolating him. He'll drive from his home to the water plant and back. 
Smith: Nice. 
Mayor: He won't be able to leave his house. He won't be able to travel. He has agreed, he understands 
why.  Johnny is our secondary, so I've already split them. They're not meeting together; they're talking to 
each other over the phone. Johnny is our relief, if something happens that Michael then Johnny will go 
into isolation and run the water plant. I also contacted Mayor Sykes and the Mayor has graciously said 
that if something happens are two operators that he will send somebody down here to help us. 
Smith: Nice. 
Mayor: He's also offered to have police protection. If the County Sheriff and they get sick, or they can't do 
what they need to do, then the mirror Sykes has told me that he will have a police officer here within an 
hour or so. Same with the Fire, we don't have police so we can go help them if their Cops get sick. If our 
Fire Department, which we're lucky we have quite a few people that can step in, if Derik gets sick or the 
Assistant Chief. Mountain Home has graciously said that they will come down and man are engines for 
us. If they get too sick then we will go up and help them, we will send people up there. I just tried to 
outline what we're doing.  I did close the library and the reason I closed the library is that; kids can carry 
this virus and not even know it. So, if you have a group of kids come in or somebody in that group has it 
and we don't even know it and then the elderly come into the library it's almost like a death sentence. It's 
not critical, we have in place; there's a phone number that they can call Jenn if they need to order 
medicine or something online. Jenn will meet him down there, allowing them to work on the computers. 
We did a deep clean and shut it up, that was my reasoning on that. I've got that into place clear through 
April 13th and will evaluate it each day. We may extend it if like what you're saying might happen is we're 
out in front of this thing. I know some inconveniences some people. I'm just trying to think about the older 
folks. I called the Senior Center I put some pressure on them to closes down. 
Thompson: They did.  
Mayor: I have been in contact with Poplar Grove, they have already locked down. Those are the things I 
have don’t that I think make common sense.  Three or four weeks ago, we had no ability to work 
anywhere but here, so I bought Teresa a computer. She can do everything that she can do here, at 
home. If we get a bunch of cases that show up in Elmore County, I'm gonna split Lori and Teresa up. 
Teresa is gonna go to her house and she's gonna work from there in isolation. Lori will be in here. Teresa 
also knows that she can't go anywhere if we do this, she's stuck at home. I’ve covered us, so we can 
make payroll. The guys that just come on, don't have a great deal sick leave built up. They don't have a 
great deal of annual leave or anything like that. So, what I have told them, within my authority as 
administration, is that if they get sick or if we have to lock down, they will be paid. I will put them on 
administrative leave. If we don't guys, what will happen is they'll come to work sick. I hope everybody 
agrees with me on that. 
Smith: One hundred percent.  
Thompson: One hundred percent. 
Mayor: I did tell the folk that did have comp time, they would use that first, then put them on administrative 
leave.  
Smith: Did the call go ok with the Governor? 
Mayor: The Governor said, he is not going to at this time recommend any closures of restaurants, bars, 
and cafes. That it is up to the business owners and the City, or the County would be the ones to say all 
are closed throughout town. 
Parsons: Susan Case is on the Line. 

For the record: Susan Case – joined the meeting (time unknown) she could hear the meeting, but Mayor 

& City Council couldn’t hear her. She tried again, via phone. Case actively joined the meeting at 6:42pm. 

Case: I was on the line, but you couldn’t hear me. You plan on paying the City workers if they are put on 

administrative leave. I think you need to put a time frame on that, we don’t want this to go on indefinitely. 

Legally you don’t want to leave that open ended, and there comes a time when they can apply for 

unemployment based off administrative leave so the state is paying them. I am not saying don’t pay them. 

I just think you should put some kind of time frame; we will address this at the end of April, or something 
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like that. Of course, we want to keep them, yes of course we need them paid, I just think for this time 

frame we should readdress this at this time frame.  

Mayor: I have checked with the folks at the Department of Labor, if we pay them and track that cost, 

sometime the federal government will reimburse us for that time. What we have to do is track the cost, 

and I’ve already set up with Teresa, so we can apply and be reimbursed by the Federal Government.  

We can readdress this at any time.  
 

Item 5. ADJOURN: [ACTION ITEM] 
Martinez: I make motion to adjourn.  
Thompson: Second.  
Mayor White: All in favor, all-ayes. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:52 pm.  

 
Approved by the City Council: 03/24/2020   

 
 
 

      
Monty White – Mayor                                

Attest:         
   Teresa Parsons - Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 


